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Shirts, Jackets etc. With 

Northants MGOC Logo  

Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL 

Colours: 
See Catalogue for 
colour choices 

Northants MGOC 
Umbrellas 

£ 12.00  

  

Clothing   

Tee shirts é  £ 14.00  

Polo shirts é  
Polo Shirtsñ100% 
Cotton 

£ 18.00  
£ 20.00  

Sweatshirts é  £ 19.00  

Rugby shirts é  £ 26.00  

Fleece Jackets   

     Full Fleece £ 27.00  

     Gillett Fleece  £ 26.00  

     Gillett Sport  £ 30.00  

Short Sleeve Shirts £ 24.00  

Other items  

Baseball Caps £9.00  

Beanie Hat (Woolly Hat)  £7.50  

Rally Plaques é £ 5.00  

Key Fobs é (while 
stocks lasts) 

As below 

Rose of the Shires 2009(trolley 
disc key ring) 
WNAA 
Northants MGOC (leather) 

 
£ 2.00 
£ 1.50 
£ 1.00 

Windscreen stickers £ 1.00  

Lanyard for membership 
card 

£1.50  

Colour photographs of the range can be found on our website, 
www.mgnorthants.org 

To purchase or order any items or for any other enquiries regarding our  
exclusive regalia, please see Ed Scott at the next meeting or call him on  

01604 882472 (Email: regalia@mgnorthants.org) 

Online edition 



 

 

Committee contacts:  

Deadline for the next issue:  

All submissions for the next issue should reach the editor (Email as above) by 18th of each month. 

 
Whilst every effort will be made to include all articles received in More Graffiti, they may not appear straight away 
or, if space is limited, may only be published in the online version of More Graffiti. 
 
We are always pleased to accept membersô photographs for publication. 

 
Front Cover: Ts in the Park - MG óTô Register at Old Warden Aerodrome 
Back Cover: Morris Minor at Hollowell and a view of the Prescott Revival 

All online submissions should be sent to newsletter@mgnorthants.org 

Club Secretary Stuart Simons 01933 674655 secretary@mgnorthants.org  

Treasurer Michael Port 01933 224019 treasurer@mgnorthants.org  

Online Magazine Stuart Simons 01933 674655 secretary@mgnorthants.org  

More Graffiti Editor  Catharine Young 01933 624157 newsletter@mgnorthants.org  

Membership Michael Port 01933 224019 membership@mgnorthants.org 

Regalia Edward Scott 
01604 882472 
07770 817017 

regalia@mgnorthants.org  

Advertising/
Sponsorship 

Roy Brawn 01933 353669 eventsupport@mgnorthants.org  

Events (Blue Book) Chris Brawn 01933 353669 bluebook@mgnorthants.org 

Member Ade Lunn 01933 676478  

Member Sallie Lunn 01933 676478  

Northants MG Ownersõ Club 
 

Club Secretary: Stuart Simons 
9 Jacklin Court, Wellingborough, Northants. NN8 5XP 

 

Telephone: 01933 674655  
Cellphone: 07834 631080  

 

E-Mail: mail@mgnorthants.org          Web: www.mgnorthants.org  
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Hereôs a list of whatôs happening this and next month that may be of interest to 
Northants MGOC members. 

Please donôt forget to check the óBlue Bookô at club meetings for details and if youôre interested in an up-
coming event or wish to propose your own, please get in touch with Chris Brawn. Please read óNewslinkô for 

up to date details such as convoy starts, etc. if not given below. 

Whatõs on? 

September  2013 onwards 

8th Sept 
Northants MGOC road run 
in aid of the Ataxia Society 

Contact Barbara Trafford 
07708 010054 for last minute 

entry 

11th Sept Club Night 
19th Hole Clubhouse , Collingtree 

Golf Club - 8.00pm 

14th Sept 
Vineyard Tour & Wine 

Tasting 
Fleur Fields, Brixworth 
More details on Page 7 

26th Sept Coach Trip to Longbridge Details in Blue Book 

28/29 Sept Camping Weekend 
Contact Ed Scott 
07770 817017 

28/29 Sept 
Sywell Classic 

Pistons & Props 
Sywell Airfield 

www.sywellclassic.com 

5/6 Oct 
40ôs Themed Event 

Holmewood Hall, Peterborough 
Contact Ade Lunn 

01933 676478 

Keep your eyes out for more event information in the 
Blue Book or contact Chris Brawn on 01933 353669 
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LOTTERY NEWS: 
 
The lottery was drawn at the August 
club meeting and won by John Arnold 
who receives £25 

Online edition 

http://www.sywellclassic.com


 

 

Newslink - August 
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According to the meteorological 
calendar, the end of August marks the 
end of summer which means September 
must be that start of autumn and, by 
implication, the wind-down period as far 
as our motoring season is concerned! 
Looking at our calendar of events for 
September, that seems to be far from the 
truth with a packed month of events 
ahead of us! 
 
Just around the corner is our charity road 
run in aid of the Ataxia Association, an 
organisation close to organisers Steve 
and Barbara Traffordôs hearts. I would 
like to extend my thanks to both Steve 
and Barbara for the considerable work 
they have put into getting this run 
organised. Thank You! 
 
Whilst on the subject of road runs, it is 
time for us to start preparations for next 
yearôs Rose of the Shires run. With a 
potential May run date, as you can 
imagine, there is much work to do and 
not too much time available to do it. If 
anyone has any interest being involved in 
the organisation of the event, please 
could you contact a committee member 
to let us know. 
 
Regular Jersey Rally attendees will 
already be aware that there is not likely to 
be another Jersey Spring Rally in the 
foreseeable future as their long standing 
(and long suffering) organiser, Sandra 
Buckley has decided that retirement 
means just that and will not contemplate 
organising any future rallies. 
Val Arnold, however is looking at 
arranging  an informal trip over to Jersey 
next year and, whilst no details are 

currently available, Val is keen to know 
who may be interested in making the 
trip. Contact Val on 01604 647704 to 
let her know. 
 
September sees the official launch of 
the all-new MG3 and it is hoped that a 
meaningful test drive can be arranged 
so that we can bring you a report on 
the new car in the coming months. 
 
On a personal note, I know a number of 
members have been asking about my 
current state of health: In response, 
you will be pleased to hear that, subject 
to a scan later this month, my 
consultant is delighted with the 
progress I have been making since the 
end of my treatment at the beginning of 
July and believes that I am now in 
remission! I still have a long way to go 
but am getting there - slowly! Thanks to 
everyone who has given me support 
and encouragement, it is keeping me 
going. 
 
Finally, be prepared for a big 
announcement in next monthôs More 
Graffiti as the club moves towards the 
end of the year! 
 
 

Enjoy the weather!  

 

Stu 

Simons  

 

Online edition 



 

 

 

MG Icon Concept 
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A few months ago the MG CS concept was unveiled, but almost 
a year previously the MG Icon was unveiled. This was a ótoe in 
the waterô exercise to look at the possibility of MG building a mini
-SUV similar to the Nissan Juke. 

Power for MGôs first SUV is expected to come from an SAIC 
engineered and produced turbocharged 1.5-litre four-cylinder 
petrol engine. Inside, the concept provides seating for four on 
individual bucket seats. The two rear seats can be folded into 
the floor to increase the load bay. No conventional B-pillars 
feature and the rear doors are conceptually similar to those on 
the Mazda RX8. 

Now 12 months later there 
are hints this could be put 
into production within the 
next couple of years. 
 The new MG company sells 
in 40 countries and has so 
far sold 80,000 units, but as 
yet no sign of a new sports 

Catharine Young 
Images from ARONLINE 
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Future Events 
  

 

Online edition 

Kevin Munton is organising a run out and visit to the Fleur Fields Vineyard on 
the outskirts of Brixworth on Saturday, 14th September. 
 
Fleur Fields overlooks Pitsford Reservoir and makes award winning sparkling 
and still wines. During the clubôs visit, the grape will still be on the vine as they 
harvest around the end of October/beginning of November. 
 
The cost of the visit will be £6.50 per head which pays for the wine that is 
served. We are welcome to take our own cheese/food and make it a cheese & 
wine party if we wish. 
 
There is obviously an opportunity to buy bottles of Fleur Fields wine which cost 
between £10 and £15 per bottle (British wine is always more expensive!) 
 
We shall meet at Sywell at 2.30pm and run in convoy to the vineyard. 
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More views of Hollowell 

 

Online edition 

As we promised, the weather for this years show could not have 
been more perfect. Morris Minor soon settled into the swing of 
things, as you will see from the photos! 
 

Our happy campers (consisting of 
ourselves, Ed & Anita and Michael & 
Mary) were all ready by the Friday 
evening, for the lovely fish & chip 
supper and a visit to one of the beer 
tents. 
 
Saturday morning we were up early 
ready to greet our day visitors. 
 
We had six cars on display in our 
dedicated area, which was in quite a 
good position, apart from one rather 
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More views of Hollowell 
 

Online edition 

óirritatingô?! problem: The static ófut-futô engines were next to us!! 
 
There was plenty to see and do, with some lovely examples of 
steam rollers & traction engines, vintage & classic cars & bikes 
and numerous other vehicles. Jon Monti, the sway-pole artist was 
there again, leaving us feeling nauseous at the thought of what 
he does 180 feet above the ground! 

 
Titan the robot 
did his usual 
great 
entertaining, and 
those that got 
squirted with 
water by him 
were lucky to be 
cooled down a 
little.  
 
The shire horses 
were looking 
very splendid, 

and thankfully there were 
no nasty incidents this year 
with them. 
 
Sunday was another 
glorious day, and we had 
to extend our area, as ten 
cars were on display. As 
far as we were concerned 
this year, it was a double 
whammy, as we also 
displayed our 1964 BSA 
C15 motorbike. Ian & Jo  
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T Register ñT Partyò 
 
Sunday, July 28th was the date set for the annual "T Party" 
organised by the T Register division of the MG Car Club with 
invitations to attend being extended to anyone owning a 
30's/40's/50's MG T Series car. The venue was the Shuttleworth 
Collection at Old Warden - a highly appropriate location with a 
number of aeroplanes of a similar age to the cars. 
The T Register 
were fortunate 
to be allowed to 
display Richard 
Shuttleworth's 
original MG TA, 
which dates 
from 1939.  
In all there were 
almost 80 in 

attendance in this, the 50th 
Anniversary of the forming of 
the "T Series Register". 
A strong breeze meant that a 
number of the aircraft scheduled 
for the flying display were 
unable to take to the air . 
But nevertheless we were 

treated to an exceptional 
days entertainment. There 
was an impromptu 
competition for the best T 
Series car present and the 
winner being the owner of 
an immaculate TA 
Tickford - a car that he 
had restored himself. 

Online edition 
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MG3 - A few thoughts from a new buyer 

 
Is this the first true MG since beforeé well, the war? 
 
With the press launch test drives happening this week, the MG3 will get its first proper airing 
on the roads of the UK beyond just the odd few test drives by lucky members of the public.  

 
I was one such lucky 
member and along with 
my wife managed to get 
an early preview drive a 
few weeks ago prior to 
placing an order.  The 
press will have a lot 
more to say on the MG3 
and I am sure it will be 
mostly positive.  From 
my perspective, it is 
what it is, an affordable 
small car and you 'pays 
yer money'.  Let me not 
mislead you, though, it 
is every inch a successor to the MG ZR 105 when you push on into the curves and the new 
1.5L engine certainly pulled well enough.  But where it differed from the ZR was in the 
smooth ride that ironed out all the road surface defects.  There was none of the harshness 
that lead some buyers to ditch their ZR in favour of a 25.   

It got me wondering just where the MG3 fits in the scheme of the brand's history of saloon 
cars?  It has the fun handling of the ZR and the MG Metro, with some of that slightly brash 
styling courtesy of the sporty alloys, red stitched interior and tailgate spoiler.  But the ride is 
more grown up in the manner of those Hydro-elastic sprung MG 1100s, but without the 
feeling of being at sea.  For some, that is where it ends; a family tree that originated at the 
height of the badge engineering period of BMC.  
 
There was the MG Y-type of the post war period introduced in the late 1940s.  This is an odd
-ball as it was intended to launch around 1940, but was held up and was out-of-date by the 

Online edition 
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 MG3 - A few thoughts from a new buyer 

 time it did launch.  However, as 
with all the MG saloons that 
were to follow, it was based on 
a sister badge, in this case the 
Morris. For the first time, 
though, it offered the family 
man an affordable opportunity 
to own an MG in a practical 
format in the post-war austerity 
period.  Just as the MG3 does 
today in the current period 
of post-recession recovery with 
its Group 4E insurance and 
extremely low on the road price 
at under £10,000 with all the 
toys. Not that many of the MG3 

buyers will be a family man; with FUN 
as its tagline, the MG3 is aimed at the 
young, single and trendy on a budget. 

  
Stepping back even further, the KN 
Magnette was another MG saloon of 
the day upholding the Safety Fast 
tradition.  But with a six cylinder 
engine and a higher price tag, it 
certainly wasn't an affordable small 
car. 
 
So I would argue that the MG3 is 
linked with pre-war MG in so far as 
the MG YA was a pre-war design. 
 
Whatever the ancestry and the familial links, where the MG3 is truly unique today is that it is 
probably the first MG saloon or hatch in over 75 years that isn't a badge-engineered variant 
from a sibling brand.  Unlike the MG5 based on the Roewe 350 and the MG6 based on the 
Roewe 550, the MG3 stands alone.  The engine may be an SAIC/NAC development used in 
a number of cars, but the MG3 is without sibling rivalry on the showroom floor. 
 
What seals the pre-war link for me, though, is that MG logo over the headlamp bulb that 
hasn't been seen since the opulent MG SA. 
 
On a final note before anyone suggests this can never be a proper MG owing to the Chinese 
ownership of the brand, I would counter argue that on that basis there hasn't been a proper 
MG then since before...the war! 
 

Thanks to Martin Williamson and the MG6 Register for the above musings! 

Online edition 
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Prescott Revival 

The Prescott "Revival" took place on 11th August. Sponsored by 
Hagerty Insurance, there was an opportunity to 'run the hill' and 
also to admire the many different types of classic car that arrived 
during the day. 

The Marcos Owners Club had made it one of their major days 
out with other marques enjoying good attendance being Dellow 
and Singer. We went in the Midget and were flattered to be 
parked alongside a 1975 Rolls Royce and two early 1960's 
Bentley S.3's one of which was the long wheelbase version. 

 
Whilst we did not 'run the hill' we 
saw a number of cars off the 
starting line and also through the 
two hairpins. Prescott's is a 
spectator friendly site - although 
we did have a few problems 
finding it caused by some "dodgy 
road signs" leading us to suspect 

mischief by the local wildlife. 
 
We had a thoroughly enjoyable day and the Midget, now fitted 
with a Lumenition Magnetronic ignition system, covered some 
195 miles at almost 40 m.p.g.! 
Who says old cars pollute the atmosphere? 

Online edition 

Michael Port 



 

 

Listed below are the original links that were emailed to members 

when each monthõs More Graffiti  magazine was published. 

Look back and remember and, for newer recruits to the online 

magazine, see what you missed. 

Stuart Simons.  
 
It is also possible to view the files on a tablet computer such as an iPad or similar 
and also a number of smartphones (eg the iPhone or Samsung Galaxy range). 
If you manually type in the web addresses, CAREFULLY type the link as it is 
displayed being aware that the link is case sensitive and that a round ñOò is the 
letter and an oval ñ0ò is a zero. 

 
April 2011  http://bit.ly/fhpjNO 
May2011  http://bit.ly/iit3GC 
June 2011  http://bit.ly/mK0qtt 
July 2011  http://bit.ly/n8OtMh 
August 2011  http://bit.ly/p83O0z 
September 2011 http://bit.ly/nLYAK1 
October 2011 http://bit.ly/nOM02y 
November 2011 http://bit.ly/u7Y2t6 
December 2011 http://bit.ly/s15KZ3 
 
January 2012 http://bit.ly/xUT2xp 
February 2012 http://bit.ly/wSIwMA 
March 2012  http://bit.ly/wg5qGO 
April 2012  http://bit.ly/HHF2Mu 
May 2012  http://bit.ly/JeASLq 
June 2012  http://bit.ly/KNbr7O  
July 2012  http://bit.ly/N0Dv8D  
August 2012  http://bit.ly/MLjksP  
September 2012 http://bit.ly/O9n3RV 
October 2012 http://bit.ly/PLhHM6  
November 2012 http://bit.ly/TwH7lF  
December 2012 http://bit.ly/SINZed  
 
January 2013 http://bit.ly/13cgB48 
February 2013 http://bit.ly/11i8Zjq  
March 2013  http://bit.ly/ZaQ8Qh 
April 2013  http://bit.ly/16siwS9 
May 2013  http://bit.ly/12yGVWf 
June 2013  http://bit.ly/10rweWh  

There are also a number of other 
files saved online. 
These include a special edition 
MGB50 magazine and some video 
footage. 
 
MGB50 Special Edition: 
http://bit.ly/vx0ct8 
 
Fueltopia Barrel Sprint Video: 
http://bit.ly/vtgyCv 
 
Mallory Park 2011 Video: 
http://bit.ly/sAdhxC 
 
BTCC MG6 Launch Video: 
http://youtu.be/yM4aHZkmgjA 

More Graffiti online - back issues 
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Online edition 

July 2013  http://bit.ly/17Zwl0J  
August 2013  http://bit.ly/11zSxth  

http://bit.ly/fhpjNO
http://bit.ly/iit3GC
http://bit.ly/mK0qtt
http://bit.ly/n8OtMh
http://bit.ly/p83O0z
http://bit.ly/nLYAK1
http://bit.ly/nOM02y
http://bit.ly/u7Y2t6
http://bit.ly/s15KZ3
http://bit.ly/xUT2xp
http://bit.ly/wSIwMA
http://bit.ly/wg5qGO
http://bit.ly/HHF2Mu
http://bit.ly/JeASLq
http://bit.ly/KNbr7O
http://bit.ly/N0Dv8D
http://bit.ly/MLjksP
http://bit.ly/O9n3RV
http://bit.ly/PLhHM6
http://bit.ly/TwH7lF
http://bit.ly/SINZed
http://bit.ly/13cgB48
http://bit.ly/11i8Zjq
http://bit.ly/ZaQ8Qh
http://bit.ly/16siwS9
http://bit/ly/12yGVWf
http://bit.ly/10rweWh
http://bit.ly/vx0ct8
http://bit.ly/vtgyCv
http://bit.ly/sAdhxC
http://youtu.be/yM4aHZkmgjA
http://bit.ly/17Zwl0J
http://bit.ly/11zSxth
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Middleton Hall - Tamworth 

Online edition 

It all began so well, we woke up to a sunny day and were actually pleased to 
get up promptly when the alarm shouted its wake up call. On the previous day 
the MGB had been checked over, rear brakes adjusted, fluid levels checked, a 
bit of spit and polish, all seemed in good order. We had even prepared a picnic, 
there was a note saying "Fridge" in big letters on the kitchen table to remind us 
where we had put it!  
 
Ahead of time we had also mapped out a pleasant route through the 
Northamptonshire countryside passing through villages like Creaton, Spratton 
and East Haddon which would link us with the A5.This straightish A road taking 
us through the countryside to our destination near Tamworth. Middleton Hall is 
also near Drayton Manor Park, but the significance of this was lost on us, more 
on this later.  
 
My wife was happy, we had worked out how to play her iPhone through the car 
radio. What more appropriate music could there be than the Beatles to 
accompany our leisurely cruise in an iconic sports car of the 60s & 70s. The 
memories generated by the songs were superimposed over the classic sound 
of our MGB exhaust. What bliss.  
 
Now this would have been just an irritation normally but on a hot day in an MG 
that does not like sitting in traffic it's an altogether more worrying situation. The 
temperature gauge was creeping ever nearer the "I'm about to let go" point. We 
were stuck in the queue with fingers and toes crossed, nowhere to turn off or 
pull over until suddenly a slip road and left turn into a housing estate appeared. 
This coincided with the appearance of clouds of steam and a noise which could 
only be hot gases escaping from a fractured heater hose. Yep, that's exactly 
what it was.  
 
Thanks must at this point go to the previous 
owner of our car who had stocked the boot with 
a selection of spares including a spare heater 
hose. What a relief. However we had to wait for 
things to cool before starting repairs. We looked 
enviously as a few MGs crept past in the traffic. 
We now knew we were now not going to make 
the 11am tour. Five minutes with a screwdriver 
had the pipe changed, a helpful householder 
supplied some extra water to ensure we were 
fully topped up and off we went. 
 
 The queue was indeed bound for "DMP". as 
the traffic evaporated as soon as we passed 
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Middleton Hall - Tamworth 

Online edition 

the slip lane into the Park. Upon arrival at Middleton we were directed to a 
dedicated MG parking area which was amongst some trees and adjacent to an 
orchard with good space for parking, picnicking and chatting. There was even a 
little bar/coffee trailer there 
We parked next to a BRG MGC and a red MGB V8 with a louvred bonnet. 
Looking around, we could see some really pristine older MG saloons were 
mingling with older T series roadsters and more modern TFs in the parking 
area. The weather was perfect and we eyed up a picnic bench for later.  
 
We replaced the formal tour of the house with a look around the old buildings 
and the exhibits which were quite interesting. There was also a not to be 
missed photo opportunity for yours truly. This was all good but not interesting 
enough to overcome the call of the picnic basket. 
  

Whilst our tummies were rumbling we 
encountered Ye Olde Cup Cake Shoppe - where, 
to our surprise the clever little minx behind the 
counter had created an irresistible combination of 
an Amaretto flavoured cake with an MG logo iced 
on top - I was left helpless to resist such a 
heavenly thing, which I can report did not 
disappoint when eaten. 
 
By the time we returned to the car the 5 piece jazz 

band had begun playing, The previously spotted picnic bench was positioned 
near the band so we squeezed onto the end of it and munched happily to the 
accompaniment of some jazz classics played by a bunch of older chaps who 
were clearly playing for the love of it. They alternated the solos so that each 
player had a chance to show off his prowess. It was perfect. 
 
We were booked on the tour of the RSPB reserve at 2.00pm so we then 
enjoyed a fascinating tour of the reserve with an entertaining and 
knowledgeable guide. We very nearly signed up for RSPB membership there 
an then until we remembered we were already members! 
 
Back to the cars, owners were now mingling and we 
began chatting to the car owners parked nearby. We 
received several good tips about overheating problems 
and so forth and chatted until the best of the sun's heat 
was behind us. With a last check of the coolant level 
we said goodbye, making a mental note that this would 
be a day out worth repeating next year.  

Ken Banfield 



 

 

BTCC - Snetterton  4th August 
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RACE 1 

Sam Tordoff took his maiden win in the British Touring Car 
Championship with victory in the opening race of the weekend at 
Snetterton. The MG man started from pole and was never 
headed with a performance that allowed him to control the race 
ahead of Jason Plato. Plato came under pressure from the 
Honda of Gordon Shedden as the race progressed but was able 
to hold off the defending champion .  
The processional  race saw only one change in the top seven 
from the start where Colin Turkington took fourth at the start off 
the race ahead of Andrew Jordan . 

Position   NO   DRIVER     NAT   CAR   
1 88 Sam Tordoff GBR MG6 GT 
2 99 Jason Plato GBR MG6 GT 
3 1 Gordon Shedden GBR Honda Civic 
4 29 Colin Turkington GBR BMW 125 M Sport 

5 77 Andrew Jordan GBR Honda Civic 
6 8 Aron Smith GBR Ford Focus 

http://www.crash.net/btcc/racer_bio/52/gordon_shedden.html
http://www.crash.net/btcc/racer_bio/55/colin_turkington.html

